BLOOD EAGLE RANK AND ORGANIZATION

1.
Ranks

Knight (Myrmidon) - KNT
From the time they first appeared in the wilderzone, the Blood Eagle have always called their frontline soldiers “knights,” and indeed continue to derive their organization from the ancient order of Knights Templar. Interestingly, the other tribes began to apply the term “myrmidon” to Blood Eagle troopers because the Blood Eagle deployed so many heavy armors in battle that to speak of a Myrmidon immediately conjured images of the crimson, sable, and silver of the former Imperial Order. Among themselves, the Blood Eagle most frequently use the term “knight,” but the “infidel tribes” – and Imperials, who refuse to dignify the Fallen Ones with a reference of nobility -- call them “myrmidons.”

Khanjar - KNJ

Quad leader. The term refers to a wickedly curved dagger used by assassins of ancient Earth. In an apparent effort to live up to the name, most Khanjars are notorious for being utterly fearless and pitiless.

Sergeant – SGT = Sword second-in-command

Leut – LT  = Sword leader

Haut-Leut - HLT
Warrant Officer in charge of technical duties in a chapter.

Leut-Prime – LTP = Chapter XO

Captain – CPT = Chapter leader

House-Commander - HCM

The officer in charge of a chapterhouse’s defense, traditionally in command of a “house chapter,” a group that could consist of several chapters depending on the size of the chapterhouse. The Captain who serves as XO for the House-Commander is traditionally called “House Captain.” House-Commanders positions are usually filled by the most steady and cool-headed veterans in the tribe.

Narr-Captain (Fire-Captain) - NCPT

The captain in charge of a retaliation chapter, effectively a temporary elevation in rank for the duration of the retaliatory action. Some individuals who distinguish themselves receive the rank permanently. Receiving this rank is considered a great honor. Narr-Captains are the glory hounds of the tribe, and are known for great daring.

Sikkiyn-Captain (Knife-Captain) - SCPT
These officers act as lieutenants to the leaders of Pennants and Talons. They are also placed in charge of special “strikeforces” assembled on an ad hoc basis and sent on missions of special importance or difficulty. Sikkiyn-Captains are expected to be utterly ruthless in carrying out orders.

Master - MST

Leader of a Chapterhouse, the Blood Eagle term for “holdfast.” If a House-Commander is also the leader of the chapterhouse, as is common among the Blood Eagle, the proper term of address for that individual is “Master and Commander.” According to the tribe’s most ancient traditions, the Master’s word while in the Chapterhouse is law, and only Sirdar rank or higher can overrule a stubborn Master in Chapterhouse matters. However, an unreasonable Master often simply turns up dead one morning, so Masters tend to invoke their traditional authority sparingly and diplomatically. In practice, they obey their superiors in matters of substance.

Talon-Leut – TAL-LT = Talon XO

Commander of the [Talon Name] Talon – TAL-CMDR

Talon Leader, also called “Talon-Prime” or “Talon-Commander.” Talon leaders are the highest rank that typically participates front-line combat, so they have a reputation for toughness and deadly combat skill.

Seneschal – SEN = Planetary Administrator and Ruler

*Knight-Exemplar – KNT-EX

This purely ceremonial title carries no command perquisites or duties, but may well embody the pinnacle of glory within the Tribe. It is only awarded to individuals who have displayed extreme heroism and honor under the most dire of circumstances. It is most frequently awarded posthumously. There have only been 273 Knight-Exemplars since the Blood Eagle entered the wilderzone in 3450 (think Victoria Cross or Congressional Medal of Honor). Only the Grand Master Paramount may bestow this elevation, which is for life (if the recipient lives) and cannot be withdrawn. In practice, a Knight-Exemplar finds immediate duty on a Pennant-Commander’s or Sirdar’s staff. Needless to say, this rank is only rarely given, and constitutes one of the tribe’s highest honors. A Knight-Exemplar receives tremendous loyalty and respect. As of 3940 there are only two living Knights-Captain. One is Alexandre Konovalev, the Grand Master Paramount. The other is Neboar M’Klannin, Sikkiyn-Captain of the Deathshroud Talon of the Dragon’s Pennant.

Leut-Commander of the Pennant of the [Pennant Name] – PEN-LT = Pennant XO

Also known as “Pennant-Leut.”

Commander of the Pennant of the [Pennant Name] – PEN-CMDR = Pennant Leader

Also known as “Pennant-Commander” or “Pennant-Prime.” The Blood Eagle are commonly thought to have only ten pennants, but this information is quite dated. Estimates by Starwolf spies place the true number at more than twenty.

Sirdar – SDR = Order Leader

The tribe has but seven sirdars. Whether this fact provides an accurate indicator of the tribe’s true strength is unknown. If the Blood Eagle can put thirty-five full pennants into the field, their knights could outnumber even the fighting strength of the Children of Phoenix. A ceremonial sur-title for Sirdar is “Grand Master.” In formal, non-military situations, the proper form of address is “Sirdar and Grand Master.” In the field, simply “Sirdar” is appropriate. The use of “Grand Master” in the field is considered toadying.

Sirdar-Prime – SDR-PR
First among the Sirdars, traditionally the Champion of the tribe. Though greatly conducive to reputation, this office is seldom assumed, since the holder is usually striving to position himself for ascension to Great Eagle. Coincidentally enough, many Sirdar-Prime have been victims of assassination. Currently, Fury claims the title of Sirdar-Prime.

The Brotherhood of Steel - BTHR

Most commonly called simply “The Brotherhood,” this group forms the select circle of advisors to the Great Eagle. Each member is chosen by the Grand Master Paramount and serves at his or her pleasure. Despite its name, the group includes many female members. Rumors whisper that Fury has formed her own version of the Brotherhood, naming it the Circle of Fire.

Cardinal-Prime – CDL-P

The head of Cardinal Spear, the tribe’s internal security branch. The Cardinal-Prime answers directly to the High Seneschal and the Grand Master Paramount. Tribal custom forbids any Cardinal-Prime further promotion.

High Seneschal - HSN

Deputy and advisor to the Grand Master Paramount.

Grand Master Paramount - PAR

The Great Eagle, supreme leader of the tribe. The term Great Eagle was originally used primarily by non-Blood Eagle. Today it is a common term, used informally even within the tribe. On formal occasions and in correspondence, the title Grand Master Paramount is always used.

2.
Organization

Quad (4 knights)


4k

Sword (3 quads)


12k = 3q

Chapter (5 swords)


60k = 15q = 5s

Talon (10 chapters)


600k = 150q = 50s = 10c

Pennant (10 talons)


6,000k = 1,500q = 500s = 100c = 10t

Order (X# of pennants, usually 5)
30,000k = 7,500q = 2,500s = 500c = 50t = 5p

3.
Notes

Assuming the figure of seven Sirdar is accurate, the Blood Eagle could field seven Orders, or thirty five Pennants, placing total tribe strength at approximately 270,000. This figure does not include stringers, retired veterans, reserves, and mercenaries, though the Blood Eagle generally disdain use of “infidel” troops. Warriors from tribal allies who serve under Blood Eagle commanders (usually Sikkiyn-Captains) are called “janissaries.”

